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Child Deaths due to 

Water Contamination 

Globally 2,000 children 

die a day due to water 

diarrhea related 

disease  

1,800 linked to water 

contamination, 

sanitation and hygiene 

85% of all disease 

contracted is caused by 

lack of access to 

adequate water in 

African children under 5  

30,000 children die each day from 

contaminated water  

Sub-Saharan 

Africa + Water

Sub-Saharan Africa has the 

largest number of water- 

stressed countries of any region 

world ‘s poorest and 

least developed region 

Half of population 

living on less than a 

dollar a day 

Groundwater 

v. Surface 

Water 

SURFACE
GROUND

Surface water sources are often more polluted than ground water  

Surface water sources are often more polluted than ground water  

Surface water is also 

not a reliable source as 

there is no way to 

restore it  

Groundwater could also become contaminated by 

heavy metals and bacteria  

HEALTHCARE

42% of all healthcare 

facilities and hospitals in 

Africa don’t have clean 

drinking water available  

Unable to wash hands 

before performing 

procedures  

Diseases Associated 

with Water 

Contamination 

MALARIA

HEPATITIS

Liver disease 

Leads to fever, 

significant weight loss, 

diarrhea, pain and 

discomfort 

CH
O

LE
R

A

Significant diarrhea, 

vomiting, leg cramps  

Causes 

dehydration 

Leads to death very quickly  

DENGUE FEVER

Rashes, pain, 

headaches, 

high fever 
Sometimes causes 

liver to malfunction 

PARASITES

Giardiasis, ringworm, 

Trichuriasis, Hookworm, Scabies 

and other parasites are 

present in water that isn’t 

treated and is left to fester in 

unsanitary conditions 

Sources of Water 

Pollution in Africa 

MINING

Poisoning of water through 

natural substances that find their 

way into the water  Major industry across 

the continent 

URBANIZATION 

Chemical and toxic 

water pollution; toxic 

runoff 

LACK OF 
SANITATION 

No sanitary way to 

remove human waste 

from homes, yards, 

water supplies 

Water gets 

contaminated with 

bacteria, parasites, and 

other pollutants 

NGOs TRYING TO 

HELP

THE WATER 
PROJECT 

Goal to provide 

clean, safe, reliable 

water across sub- 

Saharan Africa 

Map 

every 

project 

and 

report 

results to 

every 

donor 

WATERisLIFE

Developed a water 

filtration system 

called “The Straw”  

Removes 

waterborne disease 

Can be used in any 

water source to 

provide clean and 

safe drinking water  


